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My statement focuses on the main topic of the Development Committee meeting, “Forced Displacement 
and Development,” as well as on the future of the World Bank Group, and the two progress reports on 
World Bank shareholding and disaster risk management.  
 
I. Forced Displacement and Development   
 
We thank Senior Management of the Bank for the choice of the topic “Forced Displacement and 
Development” for discussion at the Development Committee meeting of April 2016. The recent crises 
characterized by the forced displacement of people are placing tremendous strain on implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals and achievement of the twin goals of the World Bank Group, and call for 
an international response within a robust and predictable framework that provides for collective action and 
support.  
 
We believe that the planned May 2016 World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul and the meeting on the 
large-scale movement of refugees and migrants will be important forums at which to begin formulating 
such a global response to these challenges. It goes without saying that humanitarian and development-
related commitments are complementary. Furthermore, forced displacement involves us all as these people 
are subject to vulnerabilities that prevent them from seizing economic opportunities and keep them mired 
in poverty.  
 
The report on forced displacement and development highlights the Bank’s role in the response needed to 
address development issues raised by the displacement of people. These challenges require solutions that 
are innovative, collaborative, and global in nature. 
 
To this end, we believe that the WBG has an important role to play in combating the crises—whether natural 
or manmade—as well as in helping displaced communities. With its comparative advantage, the WBG can 
supply a range of analytical and advisory services with a view to helping inform public discussions and 
policy formulation, contributing to strengthening institutional support, and improving the regulatory and 
investment framework. We appreciate and encourage strong collaboration between the WBG and the UN 
on this matter, particularly with respect to the analyses and initiatives conducted jointly with UNHCR. 
Moreover, the availability of additional concessional resources through a strong IDA-18 replenishment will 
be essential to enhance the WBG’s effectiveness in supporting displaced persons. 
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We agree with the analysis that development actors can help shed light on a number of policy choices with 
a view to developing mitigation measures for host populations that are negatively affected, particularly in 
terms of jobs, consumer prices, and the expansion and upgrading of public service delivery capacity. 
Strengthening the resilience of those living in areas of relative calm is critical in order to bolster their ability 
to withstand external shocks (such as drought, for example). 
 
We believe that the report should also take into account the situation of persons forced to leave their country 
owing to economic difficulties. The Bank should therefore lend its support to these migrants’ countries of 
origin, particularly by strengthening the multisectoral approach in its interventions in order to create job 
opportunities for the youth in these countries. 
 
Given that the problems posed by the forced displacement of people manifest most often on a regional 
scale, we believe that a regional approach would be more effective at addressing the associated challenges. 
We therefore heartily welcome the Bank’s proposal to scale up analytical work and adapt financing 
instruments in fragile situations of a regional nature. To this end, an increase of the regional IDA envelope 
would help strengthen the Bank’s financial resources in this area.  
 
Finally, we support the establishment of a global support fund for countries affected by all types of forced 
displacement. This fund would help strengthen the synergies between humanitarian and development-
related actions. 
 
II. Looking Forward - Progress Report 
 
We commend the Executive Directors and Senior Management of the World Bank for the progress report 
on the future of the World Bank Group (Look Forward). This report identifies the new challenges facing 
developing countries and the actions that the WBG will have to undertake to remain effective.  
 
There is no doubt that the geography of poverty is undergoing change and that a more robust response that 
targets fragilities, conflicts, and violence requires new approaches to tackle their causes and consequences 
at the regional level. 
 
The WBG should continue to streamline its procedures and systems in order to expedite decision making. 
However, even more important, it will have to mobilize efforts to achieve in concrete terms the goal of 
increasing financing from billions to trillions. In this context, the Bank can do more by drawing on its 
mandate and comparative advantage to help countries formulate the policies and establish the institutions 
necessary for the mobilization of increased domestic resources and to combat illicit financial flows. 
 
In addition to the mobilization of external resources, we believe that the WBG should also make optimal 
use of its own balance sheet to meet the financing needs of its clients and contribute to the growing global 
public goods agenda, without jeopardizing financial viability. This dual leveraging effect is critical to the 
relevance of the WBG and its future strategy. 
 
We note that there is consensus among Executive Directors on the emerging trends that developing 
countries are facing as well as the cyclical factors that will need to be addressed over the next 15 years. We 
also note that there is agreement on the key elements that the WBG should incorporate in order to adapt to 
the needs of its diversified clientele. In our view, the remaining crucial question is whether we need a more 
effective Bank or a bigger Bank.  
 
Naturally, we are in favor of a more effective Bank. We think that today the Bank is more effective than it 
was 10 years ago. Today, the Bank is more decentralized and closer to its clients, including the FCS. But it 
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can do better. The newly created Global Practices structure is a step in the right direction. The Bank must 
adopt a more aggressive approach to streamlining.  
 
However, we also need a bigger Bank to (i) meet the growing demand for financing coming from clients 
and global public goods; (ii) help low-income countries mobilize domestic resources, which, despite their 
improvement over the past decade, remain below 20 percent of GDP; and (iii) address inadequate private 
capital flows in low-income countries in order to bridge the financing gap of US$1 trillion in infrastructure, 
particularly in the areas of energy and transport.  
 
III. Shareholding Review of the Bank - Progress Report  
 
We thank the World Bank’s Corporate Secretariat for this progress report on the development of a simple 
and dynamic formula for determining the relative share held by each Bank shareholder based on the 
guidelines provided by the Governors during the 2015 Annual Meetings held in Lima. 
 
We fully appreciate the formula simulation tool developed by the Corporate Secretariat and made available 
to all Executive Directors to allow them to explore the different options and test the impact of changes to 
the weights and definition of variables on the shareholding of individual countries and constituencies.  
 
We are pleased to note the progress made with seeking consensus on the two key variables of the formula, 
namely, the economic weight and IDA contributions. We reiterate, however, the need to protect the interests 
of small and poor countries, whatever form this protection may take. 
 
Finally, we support the road map for future work and await the final report during the 2016 Annual 
Meetings. 
 
IV. Disaster Risk Management 
 
With respect to the progress report on mainstreaming disaster risk management in World Bank operations, 
we appreciate the work done by WBG staff to mainstream the management of this type of risk in operations, 
and we welcome the fact that the WBG has developed within its Global Practices synergies and instruments 
dedicated to mainstreaming risks in project design and the emergency financial assistance required in post-
disaster situations.  
 
We have noted with great interest the effectiveness demonstrated by the Catastrophe Deferred Draw-down 
Option (Cat-DDO) used by IBRD-eligible countries. As disasters affect the other countries 
indiscriminately, including those that are eligible for IDA financing, we encourage the Bank to consider 
the possibility of adapting the Cat-DDO for low-income countries whose development and poverty 
reduction efforts are most severely affected by disasters. 
 
We call on WBG Senior Management to step up the pace of capacity building in our countries, regions, and 
communities, in light of the fact that it is at these levels that disaster risk management programs and projects 
are designed, implemented, and monitored. We urge the WBG to adopt a regional disaster risk management 
approach, particularly in Africa, where climate phenomena often transcend national borders.  
 
We ask that the WBG replicate in Sub-Saharan Africa its successful regional risk management program 
currently being implemented in the Middle East and North Africa. With this in mind, we call for specific 
support for the African facility to manage drought and flood risk, which was established under the African 
Union and is intended to cover the entire African continent.  


