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We commend the Bank for its judicious selection of the topic for discussion at this meeting of the 

Development Committee, which addresses the extremely critical issue of forced displacement and 

development.  

We know that, to date, 60 million people have been forcibly displaced worldwide, of whom 20 million are 

refugees and 40 million are internally displaced persons. Without an adequate and swift response, this 

fragile population will face economic exclusion and social marginalization.  

This situation is particularly alarming because the flow of displaced persons is largely concentrated in 

developing countries that lack adequate resources to manage the massive influx of refugees. 

We are indeed grappling with a global crisis that requires concrete actions and resources.  

How can an institution such as the World Bank, whose mission is to end extreme poverty and promote 

shared prosperity, incorporate this new dimension into its strategy?  

World Bank experts are of the view that resolving the issue of refugees and internally displaced persons 

requires above all (i) the establishment of a broad partnership with international institutions, host countries, 

and the private sector; and (ii) the implementation of innovative instruments and mechanisms. 

Partnership with international institutions, host countries, and the private sector: the most effective 

response to the forced displacement crisis  

We agree with Bank experts who assert that, in order to address this issue, the Bank must strengthen 

partnerships and create real synergies with development actors, including the specialized agencies of 

the United Nations, the multilateral development banks, the host countries, and the private sector. 

However, in light of the complex and multidimensional nature of the refugee crisis, synergies with 

multilateral development institutions should take the mandates and comparative advantages of each 

institution into account.  To that end, we believe that the first global humanitarian summit slated to take 

place in Istanbul in 2016 will provide an opportunity to clarify the role and responsibilities of each institution. 



 

 2 

We also believe that the Bank must adopt a complementarity approach for the interventions of 

development actors.  

We therefore endorse the principle of complementarity between the United Nations and its agencies, which 

should provide humanitarian aid, and the multilateral development banks, which should focus on economic 

development issues.  

In the area of collaboration with the host countries, the Bank is being called upon to strengthen and continue 

the implementation of its financial and technical support model through the country partnership 

strategy, with a view to providing the host countries with the requisite conditions and resources to facilitate 

growth that is inclusive and creates jobs.  We are pleased that the Bank has included the issue of refugees 

and internally displaced persons as pillars in the new strategy for the MENA region.   

Lastly, with regard to cooperation with the private sector, which is also a key player in the effort to boost the 

limited resources earmarked to finance the unforeseen needs of this population group and the limited 

resources of the host countries affected by these displacements, we call on IFC and MIGA to scale up their 

financial and technical commitments in these countries. We are confident that their presence in countries 

grappling with a difficult and uncertain business environment would help attract other potential investors.  

Implementation of innovative instruments and mechanisms: A necessary initiative for adapting Bank 

interventions to specific situations  

In view of the scope and volume of financing required to meet the unforeseen needs of refugees and internally 

displaced persons and given the limited capacity of the Bank to intervene on an urgent basis in such 

situations, the Bank should further adapt its operating procedures by implementing innovative 

mechanisms that can boost the capacity to provide additional financial support to fragile States and 

developing countries.  

We would like to take this opportunity to commend the Bank for its responsiveness to the request made by 

the working group—which was co-chaired by the World Bank, the United Nations, and the Islamic 

Development Bank Group, and convened during the World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings held in Lima in 

October 2015—for assistance to be provided to the MENA region at this critical juncture, in particular to 

tackle the challenges posed by refugees, conflicts, and economic instability.  

We welcome the two initiatives introduced subsequently, namely the initiative under way to provide IDA 

resources on an exceptional basis to Jordan and Lebanon to finance projects in the employment, 

education, and health sectors, and the new financing initiative to support the Middle East and North 

Africa region, under which a guarantee mechanism will be implemented to help countries in the region 

finance their reconstruction and economic recovery projects.  

It is our hope, furthermore, that during the IDA-18 replenishment process a decision will be reached to 

extend, in emergency situations, concessional IDA lending to all developing countries, and to expand 

this mechanism to include other issues such as climate change, diseases, terrorism, and the economic 

slowdown. 

We also welcome the report prepared by the Bank for this meeting of the Development Committee, which 

addresses the issue of mainstreaming disaster risk management into Bank operations. 

We are pleased with the progress made in this regard with respect to volume and type of operations.   
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We also endorse the new requirement of a climate and disaster risk assessment as part of the 

preparation of country partnership strategies.  

To that end, we call on the Bank to provide member countries with the financial and technical assistance 

needed to implement national policies in the key areas of risk management, in particular through investment 

in modeling and risk assessment, early warning mechanisms, social safety nets, insurance, and 

meteorological and climate services.  

We are confident that the Bank possesses the requisite capacity to respond to these major challenges and 

further strengthen its role as the preferred partner in disaster risk management.  

Partnerships with other regional and multilateral organizations are also critical for building global resilience 

to shocks related to disaster risks. It is therefore our hope that the partnerships established among the Bank, 

the European Union, the World Meteorological Organization, and the United Nations Development 

Programme will be broadened to include other organizations. 


