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Uncertainties remain in the global economy. While developing countries’ growth remains relatively 

strong, and the global economy is showing signs of recovery, this remains fragile and strong policy 

actions are required, particularly from developed countries, to ensure that recovery is sustained and that 

the hard earned growth and development in Sub-Saharan Africa, over the past decade is not eroded.  

 

Significant progress has been made in halving extreme poverty and achieving some Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), including those on gender equality, increased access to safe drinking water 

and primary education. However, poverty and nutritional outcomes are being impacted negatively by the 

higher and more volatile food prices, thus preventing millions of people from truly escaping poverty, and 

further exacerbating the problem of infant and maternal mortality.  

 

In view of the above, we find the focus of the 2012 Global Monitoring Report (GMR) on Food Prices, 

Nutrition and the Millennium Development Goals appropriate. We concur with the short and long-term 

policy responses outlined in the report, emphasizing the need for a tailored multi-sectoral approach to 

mitigate the adverse effects of food crises and malnutrition on the attainment of the MDGs, especially in 

fragile states and Low Income Countries (LICs). We encourage the Bank to mainstream nutrition in its 

operations, assist developing countries in building stronger institutions, systems and capacity. In addition, 

we urge the Bank to update its strategy on agriculture to support increased production and productivity in 

this sector.  

 

We welcome the Bank’s focus on Safety Nets; an important aspect that speaks to the heart of this 

institution’s mandate.  We strongly agree with the importance and the benefits of having good safety nets 

in countries.   

 

The design of these safety nets is critical. Many Sub-Saharan African countries face challenges in the 

designing of safety nets because of a lack of reliable and adequate data, which is required to ensure proper 

targeting and monitoring of the results framework.  In this regard, we urge the Bank to continue to assist 

countries in building the necessary statistical capacity. This will have multiple positive effects beyond 

safety nets, by assisting countries to reach other developmental goals.  In addition, we stress the 

importance of drawing on lessons from Middle Income Countries (MICs) in designing and implementing 

safety nets, which underscores the importance of the Bank’s South-South knowledge exchange agenda. 

 

Ensuring the affordability of the safety nets is also vital, especially for fragile and conflict affected states. 

However, for other MICs and other LICs, more can still be done through the reallocation of resources, by 

channeling finances away from less appropriately targeted support, such as subsidies.  In this context, it is 

important to ensure that the safety nets developed are efficient and effective.   

 

We concur that the provision of safety nets should not diminish the will to work.  In this regard, the 

design should be such that they contribute to inclusive growth and break the cycle of poverty through 

enabling/ encouraging job creation and/ or mobility out of poverty.  Safety nets are an investment in 
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human capital and they should form an integral part of broader policies in countries, such as growth 

policies, social policies and active labor market policies. 

 

We recognize the pivotal role of the private sector as the veritable engine of growth as well as the 

instrument of creating wealth for the people. We commend the WBG’s focus of tapping in to this sector 

to make effective use of it as an instrument to generate employment and produce resources that are 

essential for providing the foundation of poverty alleviation for developing countries.  

 

It is pertinent to stress, however, that the vital role of the government in ensuring good policies, free 

competition, setting the rules and regulation, supervision, etc remains pre-eminent. In this regard, the 

approach of the WBG in supporting the public sector through public policy and regulation in its 

increasingly complex role, while assisting the private sector in its evolving role, is appropriate and 

commendable. In doing this, innovative approaches would be critical in assisting countries to leverage 

their balance sheets and propelling them on to a higher and sustainable growth trajectory.  

 

Forging collaborative relationships through the adoption of public-private partnerships, value-chain 

approach and south–south cooperation are equally pivotal to these endeavors. With respect to PPPs, the 

WBG should stand ready to assist members build their capacities to structure, negotiate, and implement 

PPP transactions. In addition, to avoid reinventing the wheel, standardized frameworks should be 

developed to incorporate valuable lessons learned from past projects while building in sufficient 

flexibility to accommodate country / project-specific contexts. . Furthermore, the PPP models should 

include a risk sharing arrangement that is equitable, such that governments would not be discouraged 

from participating in the transactions.  

 

Given the increasing trade, economic and financial linkages among nation states within contiguous 

geographical boundaries, the need for regional programs/projects has become even more urgent. 

Accordingly, we call on the WBG to refocus and re-sharpen its intervention in member states by 

collaborating with regional bodies around the world.  In addition, we encourage the Bank to evolve a new 

strategy to ensure that we reap to the fullest, the benefits of regional integration through viable regional 

and transformational programs that would fully exploit synergies and complementarities.  

 

We encourage the WBG to develop tools that would assist fragile states and areas in conflict situations 

surmount the hurdles to growth and properly manage risk; and in particular, to help attract and grow 

private businesses in these difficult environments.  

 

In order to retain its competitive edge and relevance, it is critical that the Bank’s way of doing business is 

appropriately revamped to reflect new and changing demands. Accordingly, we welcome the update on 

the Bank’s business modernization and its focus on Results, Openness and Accountability. We commend 

the progress that has been made to date and encourage the Bank to sustain the momentum towards 

making the institution a truly modern, open, nimble, flexible and innovative partner to all its shareholders 

and clients. The ultimate objective is to ensure that the various reforms and activities translate into 

improved services. We would like to see a Bank with enhanced capacity to respond rapidly and deploy 

staff faster to countries when approached for support on urgent policy issues. We therefore call for more 

emphasis on: the monitoring and results framework and strengthening of the feed-back mechanism from 

clients/beneficiaries, to enable the Bank to adequately tailor on-going reforms to meet their needs and 

priorities.   

 

We support the Bank’s recent work on green growth, as a contribution to Rio+20. The transition to green 

economies will require a number of enabling conditions.  African countries in particular, need to move 

beyond the adaptation phase in order to realize a green growth trajectory.  We therefore urge the Bank to 

assist countries during this phase, through building the necessary capacity and technical assistance.  
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We thank Mr. Robert Zoellick for his outstanding stewardship of the World Bank during the last five 

years, and welcome the Board’s appointment of Mr. Jim Yong Kim as the new President of the World 

Bank.  

 

We welcome and endorse the alignment of the Development Committee with the new structure of the 

various World Bank Group Boards. 

 


