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As you know, the highly successful Ministerial Conference of the WTO in Doha last 
November was not just the long awaited signal to launch a new round of multilateral trade 
negotiations but the launch of the first WTO Round to have development concerns at their 
core.  
 
 The Doha Development Agenda is now well underway.  In January of this year,  the 
Trade Negotiations Committee put in place the negotiating structure and elected the WTO 
Director-General as its Chair. Recently, negotiators in agriculture, a sector which accounts 
for the bulk of developing country exports, agreed to a schedule to adopt key principles to 
reach a deal by next March.  Work programs and working groups directly addressing 
developing country concerns have been established and begun preliminary work.  Issues 
related to difficulties in implementing Uruguay Round commitments, which have been a high 
priority for many developing countries, have either been resolved by the “Decision on 
Implementation-related Issues and Concerns” adopted at Doha, or incorporated into the work 
programs of WTO negotiating groups and standing bodies which will report to the TNC by 
the end of this year for “appropriate action”.  
  There is a growing sense of momentum in the WTO and we are on track towards 
completion of the agenda by 1 January 2005.  Our first stop will be Mexico for the Fifth 
Ministerial in the second half of 2003 at which time we expect to be able to report substantial 
progress.  
 The success of the Doha Agenda will hinge on the ability of all countries to 
participate fully in the process. Both at Doha and more recently in Monterrey, governments 
underlined the importance of trade-related  technical assistance if developing countries and 
least developed countries are to implement WTO rules and obligations, to participate 
effectively in the negotiations and to benefit from the open, rules-based multillateral trading 
system.   
 In March of this year, WTO Members, generously and well in excess of expectations, 
pledged nearly US$ 20 million to support the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund 
which will finance the delivery of WTO-related technical assistance on an unprecedented 
scale.  Efficiency in its delivery by the WTO and its partners will be monitored by a WTO 
“clearing-house”.  
 In Geneva, we have doubled the capacity of our WTO Training Institute for trade 
officials; a project to set up similar courses in host countries is underway. 
 In Monterrey, I had the satisfaction of seeing governments reiterate the call, inscribed 
in the Doha Ministerial Declaration, that developed countries, who have not yet done so,  
commit to the objective of duty and quota-free access for the exports of least developed 
countries. This would give full expression to the Program of Action adopted in Brussels last 
year. 
 It is heartening to see that our partner organizations are devoting more attention and 
resources to trade-related isssues, by mainstreaming trade into development.  I welcome the 
way trade liberalization measures have been slotted into the IMF-World Bank PRSPs and the 
improvements to inter-agency cooperation under the Integrated Framework which brings 
trade priorities into LDC’s development plans.    
 Recent pledges of increased aid will go at least some of the way to helping the poorest 
countries to develop the infrastructure and export capacity to take advantage of the 
opportunities that a successful outcome of the Doha Agenda will produce.  But it is 
counterproductive, not to mention incoherent, to increase expenditures for development 
assistance while subsidizing agriculture in rich countries to the tune of one billion dollars a 
day.  
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 Full liberalization of merchandise trade and elimination of subsidies could reduce the 
number of poor by 320 million by 2015. In the words of a Pulitzer prize winning author, “the 
best hope for economic growth everywhere depends on trade expansion and an open world 
economy”. While enhanced trade alone is not sufficient to alleviate poverty and ensure 
development, it is a vital component. Multilateral trade liberalization will make a huge 
contribution to the generation of resources for development.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


