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The number of people in forced displacement situations has reached an unprecedented level since the end 

of World War Two. This constitutes both a threat for hosts countries’ stability and as many tragic individual 

situations. The most vulnerable populations are also the most directly affected, especially children. While 

the World Bank’s scope of action has been considerably enlarged since 1945, these migration phenomena 

bring the institution back to its initial objectives, namely territories’ reconstruction and restoration of war-

torn economies. The response to forced displacements meets the two-fold objective of ending extreme 

poverty by 2030 and promoting shared prosperity. This situation is without a doubt one of the major 

challenges of our time and it behooves on us to act. 

 

In this context, it is essential that the World Bank continues and strengthens its actions in order to address 

both the humanitarian crisis, which is a consequence of forced displacement, and the protracted challenges 

that such situations create in the countries they flee and in those hosting them. 

 

Development actors should act hand in hand with humanitarian actors, on the basis of shared 

analysis, both during the crises themselves and in their aftermath. We must be responsive and coherent, 

able to both respond to emergencies and to bring long-term solutions. It is therefore necessary to take into 

account the causes of forced displacements in development policies. One objective is to meet a series of 

assistance needs for which development actors are best suited, beyond humanitarian support. Another 

objective is to create the conditions for development: first, enabling a quick return to a stable situation, not 

only to allow willing populations to remain where they live but also to spur a sustainable and voluntary 

return of forced displaced persons; secondly, conditions supporting the foundation of long-term 

perspectives. 

 

The World Bank plays a supporting role providing developmental aid to countries affected by humanitarian 

crises, whether by using available resources such as leveraging available concessional resources for middle 

income countries especially affected, or by mobilizing new resources, as demonstrated yesterday during 

the MENA facility pledging session. We should thus commend what has already been achieved – and as I 

stated earlier are as much improvement of individual lives – and go even further. 

 

The World Bank’s proposal is twofold and well suited: working on the deeply rooted causes of forced 

displacements on one hand and adjusting the operational model on the other hand.  
 

Regarding the first pillar, development actors should direct their support to tackle the structural 

causes of forced displacements, in particular in fragile states. Security, political, environmental, social 

or economic conditions in certain territories are the root causes. The current situation shows that the first 

factor of displacement is the experience or the fear of violence. Prevention and resolution of political crises 

are thus essential to enable a return to stability as well as to anticipate crises, through the reinforcement of 

the inter-relation between humanitarian response and development. This is the United Nation’s priority and 
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the World Bank’s actions support this major political objective. Beyond that, we must continue working on 

these deeply rooted issues. You are cognizant of the importance for France to analyze the roots of fragility. 

We encourage any endeavor which can help to monitor difficult cases more closely and to initiate 

appropriate programs to reinforce stability when it is a threatened, in particular by allocating more means 

and human resources on the ground. Moreover, in these countries, besides coordinating with United 

Nations’ humanitarian actors, all relevant initiatives for integrating refugees in labor markets and economic 

activity should be actively pursued. 

 

Regarding the second pillar on adjusting the operational model, all the World Bank Group’s institutions 

should be mobilized. If the World Bank is not mobilized, who will be? We encourage the International 

Financial Corporation and the Multilateral Investments Guarantee Agency to intervene in difficult 

environments, while fully respecting the security of their personnel on the ground. The preparatory 

documents for the luncheon discussions on the future of the World Bank mention high-income countries as 

the appropriate ground for knowledge development and improvement of the Banks’ operations. Shouldn’t 

it be said first and foremost for countries in difficult situations? 
 

To these two pillars, I should add what could be a third pillar: an implementation pillar, which would 

stabilize the structure we propose. Several possibilities are mentioned, in order to increase the volume of 

funding or improve the funding conditions. I think that we should be innovative of course, and we are all 

in agreement, but we should also be pragmatic. Certain proposals would gain from being detailed so that 

we can evaluate their real feasibility. I am thinking for instance of the involvement of the private sector or 

of possible ways to mobilize new donors. Finally, I would like to insist on the importance to lend support 

to beneficiary countries according to clear and transparent criteria. 

 

Mister President, the crises that we are experiencing call us collectively to ponder the pertinence of our 

response models. We subscribe to the general options that you propose, in particular uprooting the deep 

causes of this fragility and advancing new financing mechanisms aligned with the institution’s financial 

sustainability. You have our trust as you lead this critical mission. 


