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I thank the Development Committee for the opportunity to participate in its 91st meeting. I confirm 
ADB’s strong commitment to the proposed Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that will 
be finalized this September by United Nations (UN) member states, including ADB’s shareholders.  

ADB is prepared to support the effective implementation of the proposed SDGs in Asia and the Pacific. 
We have recently undertaken a midterm review of our long term strategy—Strategy 2020—which 
broadly supports the SDG agenda. We are prepared to further revise it once the SDGs are finalized.  

We are also enhancing ADB’s financial capacity to support the SDG agenda. Our proposal to combine 
Asian Development Fund (ADF) lending operations with the ordinary capital resources balance sheet 
has been unanimously approved by all 34 ADF donors and the Board. This is currently being 
considered by the Board of Governors. If approved, the proposal will raise our lending operations in 
developing member countries (DMCs) to as much as $20 billion annually, from the current $13 billion. 
With expanded resources, we will increase our support to poor countries, enhance ADB’s risk-bearing 
capacity, support private sector operations, and strengthen our capacity to respond to future economic 
crises or natural disasters. 

We are also strengthening our capacity to help client countries attract private investment for sustainable 
development. The recently approved Asia Pacific Project Preparation Facility (AP3F) will help our 
DMCs to crowd-in private investment for infrastructure. The AP3F will provide advisory and 
preparatory resources to support a pipeline of “ready to finance” infrastructure investments.  

To better respond to challenges in our region, ADB will work in close partnerships with other 
development partners. We are working with the UN system to organize the Asia-Pacific High Level 
Consultation on Financing for Development in Jakarta (29–30 April 2015). This will help the region 
prepare for the Addis Ababa meeting. We are also committed to working jointly with all multilateral 
development banks (MDBs) and the International Monetary Fund in identifying what we, as MDBs, 
can do to effectively finance the new sustainable development agenda. The excellent collaboration on 
the joint paper on financing is a start. 

We look forward to the continuing convergence of our efforts towards stronger development support in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

 


