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Once more, we meet at a time of global economic uncertainty. Sovereign debt problems and a slowing 
real economy threaten to reverse the recovery in the developed economies. Growth in Europe and the US 
is visibly slowing and the robust recovery in the major emerging countries is also decelerating. In the 
poorest countries, fiscal resources to shield the population from rising food prices with domestic subsidies 
or price controls is quickly running out, if it has not already. To make matters much worse, famines are 
happening in Somalia and other parts of East Africa that require our immediate attention. 

 
I know that there may be no easy and ready answers. But, I also know that the collective wisdom 
assembled here, the will and determination, the experience and expertise – these are enough to find the 
necessary and appropriate solutions. To succeed, however, we must be able to ask and answer all the 
difficult and inconvenient questions. 

 
For example, how is it possible that at a time when the world has unprecedented wealth and growth we 
are generating less and less jobs? Is the economic model development model keeping pace with changes 
and the needs of current times? What is the right balance between markets and regulation? What is the 
effective balance between the real economy and the paper economy? Who is leading and who should lead 
global economic governance? What is being done about the euro-zone? 
 
Yet, amidst the economic hardship, there are signs of hope. 
 
Sweeping democratic movements in North Africa and across the Middle East are changing the political 
landscape and recently, a new born nation, South Sudan, joined the United Nations family after years of 
struggle for independence. 
 
ECOSOC has taken timely action to draw international attention to the development and state-building 
priorities of South Sudan and to promote coordinated, coherent and integrated support by the United 
Nations system. On 13 June, the Council and the UN Peacebuilding Commission convened an informal 
joint event to highlight the need for effective international and regional support to Sudan and South 
Sudan. The discussion highlighted five essential principles, which must guide us in these common efforts: 
(i) national ownership of development initiatives, (ii) adequate, predictable and coordinated foreign aid, 
(iii) mutual resolve to settle disputes non-violently, particularly in the equitable distribution of shared 
natural resources, (iv) regional cooperation and (v) strengthened institutions and accountability. 
 
I am heartened to see that today’s gathering will discuss gender equality and development. All too often, 
women are the poorest and most marginalised. Despite this increasing awareness everywhere, women and 
girls today face gender-based discrimination.  
 
Where this trend persists, progress on development lags behind. We have clear evidence that enhancing 
women’s economic options boosts national economies. Gender equality, women’s full enjoyment of 
human rights and the eradication of poverty are essential to economic and social development, including 



 

 2

the achievement of all of the Millennium Development Goals. Nowhere else is the mutual 
interdependence between human rights and development stronger than in the issue of gender. 
 
For this reason, Ministers and Heads of Delegations reaffirmed the need to implement agreed goals and 
commitments with regard to gender equality and empowerment of women during the 2010 substantive 
session of the Council. The establishment of UN Women was a historic step in this connection. It 
significantly strengthened the ability of the United Nations to hold the UN system accountable for its own 
commitments on gender equality, including regular monitoring of system-wide progress. 
 
The next World Bank Development Report on “Gender Equality and Development”, will provide another 
important contribution to our joint efforts to fully understand the facts and trends regarding the various 
dimensions of gender equality in the context of development. ECOSOC and UN Women will continue to 
provide substantive inputs into this timely project. Indeed, system-wide inter-agency coordination and 
cooperation at the national, regional and global levels remain crucial to achieve gender equality and 
support the empowerment of women as true agents of development. 
 
Gender equality also featured prominently in this year’s session of the Council with its focus on the theme 
“Implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to education”. The meeting 
underscored the importance of education to the attainment of all Millennium Development Goals, and to 
the sustainable existence of humanity and the environment. In this regard, the Council addressed issues of 
access to education, particularly of the girl child: the quality of education; the partnerships and financing 
needed; the need to ensure that education equips our youth with skills needed by our economies and the 
jobs markets; and we shared best practices and experiences through the National Voluntary Presentations. 
 
As in previous years, the Council considered a wide range of other important development issues during 
its 2011 substantive session in Geneva. For example, following up on the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, the Council held a panel discussion on “Building on 
Istanbul: Financial support for the development efforts of LDCs, including through South-South and 
triangular cooperation”.  
 
There was a convergence of views at that meeting that the international community needed to take a 
holistic, targeted and integrated approach in their efforts to support LDCs. Such efforts should include 
international support mechanisms which focus on developing productive capacities of LDCs, as well as 
stronger efforts to conclude the Doha Round of multilateral trade negotiations, fulfil ODA commitments 
and to ensure debt sustainability of LDCs. Speakers also highlighted the need to promote South-South 
and triangular cooperation in addition to traditional North-South cooperation. 
 
Furthermore, the Council conducted a panel discussion on the topic of “Global economic governance and 
development: Enhancing the coherence and consistency of the international monetary, financial and 
trading systems”. Delegates at the meeting called for a more inclusive and transparent framework of 
global economic governance with a central role of the UN system at its core. Participants welcomed 
recent governance reforms at the Bretton Woods institutions and called for further steps to enhance voice 
and participation of developing countries. It was seen as particularly important to strengthen coordination 
and coherence across all institutions involved in global governance. In this context, there were calls to 
better define the relationship between informal groups, such as the G20, and formal intergovernmental 
organizations, such as those of the UN system. A strengthened, more effective and responsive ECOSOC 
was considered well-placed to act as a hub for such policy coordination. 
 
These global challenges call for unprecedented collaboration among Member States, institutions and 
stakeholders. Let us seize the unique opportunities that lie in front of us. 
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Next year, at the 2012 Rio+20 Conference we must live up to our objective to strengthen institutional 
arrangements on sustainable development at all levels. Let us focus on all three pillars of sustainable 
development – economic, social and environmental – in these efforts. 
 
With the deadline of the MDGs fast approaching, we must reinvigorate our global partnership for 
development and carry on with an ambitious post-2015 development agenda. 
 
The Council, as a principal forum for consensus-building in the economic and social sphere, stands ready 
to play its part. 
 


