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Introduction 
 
Since our last meeting in October 2010 in Washington DC, the global economy has witnessed significant 
changes.  In Africa, in spite of progress made by many African countries to insulate themselves from the 
global crisis, there are still enormous development challenges to surmount. Consequently, there are now 
even greater expectations for the World Bank Group (WBG) to consolidate its engagement in the context 
of the New World. We therefore welcome the modernization efforts underway to promote a more 
effective World Bank Group.  
 
World Development Report 2011: Conflict, Security, and Development 
 
We agree with the main conclusion of the recent World Development Report on Conflict, Security, and 
Development that accent should be placed on the need to build confidence and strengthen institutions 
while focusing on security, justice, and jobs. We appreciate the nature, causes, and consequences of 
conflicts, and lessons drawn from responding to conflicts that are complex and sensitive.  
 
We note that economic distress is one of the primary causes of violence, war, and conflicts.  While we 
share the view that  security and development may help many countries  out of conflict, we also recognize 
the emerging trends in criminal and political violence that are creating new threats to economic 
performance in some of these countries.  In this regard, we concur that economic growth and employment 
creation will go a long way in averting conflict and civil strife on the African continent. Regional 
integration is also important for preventing conflict to spill over to other countries. 
 
While we urge the WBG to implement the recommendations of the WDR 2011 in collaboration with the 
United Nations and other partners urgently, we stress that they do so within their respective institutional 
mandates.  
 
We have observed with concern developments taking place in the Middle East and North and West Africa 
recently.  In this regard, we urge that security sector reforms must be part of the conflict and security 
resolution.  We underscore the importance of constitutionalism, rule of law and respect of citizens’ rights 
as cornerstones to sustainable security and development in our countries. We believe that there should be 
respect of citizens’ rights and their will in general. 
 
Global Monitoring Report 2011 
 
We note, with concern, the findings of the Global Monitoring Report (GMR) 2011 on progress made 
towards the attainment of the MDGs by 2015. While some countries have made significant progress, 
others, especially those that are fragile and conflict-affected in Sub Saharan Africa (SSA) and with slower 
growth and poor institutional capacity, shall face daunting challenges to achieve these goals.  With 
appropriate and timely support to SSA this situation can be improved.  
 
One of the key areas where MDGs remain a serious challenge is in the health sector, particularly on child 
and maternal mortality targets. More generally, delivery of social services (notably education, health, 
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water and sanitation) remains a serious challenge in our countries.  Similarly, progress towards the 
eradication of hunger remains elusive.  On a positive note, however, we are encouraged that there has 
been progress in the reduction of extreme poverty, gender imbalance in primary and secondary education, 
and in accessing potable drinking water.  
 
While recognizing that growth has an overarching importance on MDGs, we also believe that targeted 
interventions that bring social protection, good governance, employment creation and building strong 
institutions are key success factors to attaining MDGs. In addition, unfettered access to health services, 
education and productive assets will help further progress across the MDGs. In this context, we would 
appreciate WBG’s endeavor to target its interventions and leverage its partnerships with other donors, to 
specifically address the needs of our countries, over the remaining period to 2015. We concur that 
investments in infrastructure and sectors such as health, education and agriculture are important in 
addressing poverty.  Equally, addressing gender imbalance remains a cross-cutting development 
challenge. 
 
We also concur with the Report’s findings that growth and better service delivery in general and in SSA 
in particular are useful in accelerating the achievement of MDGs. Meeting that commitment is not only a 
moral imperative, but reflects a mutual interest that will provide an enabling environment for a better 
world order. 
  
Further, we are encouraged by the finding that despite challenges faced by many developing countries, 
two thirds or more of these countries are on target to meeting the MDGs. With adequate support from 
donors and the WBG, it is therefore feasible that the majority of these countries can meet the MDGs. It is 
important to note that so far efforts to accelerate progress through enhanced interventions by donors have 
not delivered results as expected, partly because of delays in disbursements of aid. 
 
Furthermore, we urge donors to scale up aid to countries lagging behind in terms of meeting the 
development targets. We are, in this regard, encouraged by the outcome of the IDA 16 Replenishment, 
and urge the WBG to move swiftly to implement the development agenda of the regions.  Such scaling up 
is needed both in terms of the overall resource envelope in pursuit of the MDGs and in terms of the timely 
delivery of aid.  
 
Infrastructure 
 
We recognize that there is a direct link between infrastructure development and poverty alleviation and if 
we are to overcome the barrier to reduce poverty, the continent must have the capacity to tackle 
infrastructure challenges. Such challenges be it in transport, roads, energy, communication, health, water 
and sanitation, are amongst the most critical resources drivers of our socio-economic development.  The 
costs of financing our infrastructure gap are so huge that it continues to remain a major concern as part of 
the development challenges faced by Africa.  
 
It is estimated that in order to close the infrastructure gap with other parts of the world, and meet the 
MDGs, our continent requires at least US$90 billion over the next 10 years. This estimate is more than 
double the original estimate. While we acknowledge and support the establishment of the Infrastructure 
Finance Facility (IFF) to help address the lack of long-term financing for infrastructure projects, the 
current reality is that the level of resources available will be inadequate to bridge the gap. We therefore 
urge the WBG to continue in its efforts to explore wider synergistic opportunities with other development 
partners and international financial institutions (IFIs), including the private sector participation in this 
sector.  
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The importance of regional integration in promoting economic development in Africa cannot be 
overemphasized.  In this regard, undertaking infrastructural development (such as roads, energy and 
water) in the context of regional integration would help our countries benefit from economies of scale 
necessary for further growth and development.  We also believe that development and provision of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) services is a critical driver for promoting economic 
development in our countries.    
 
Youth Unemployment 
 
Youth unemployment, as with unemployment in general, continues to be a formidable challenge requiring 
urgent attention in majority of the African countries.  We are convinced that promoting entrepreneurship 
amongst the youths is part of the host of plausible actions that would engage them to develop business 
initiatives and mobilize human resources to unleash economic potentials. We, therefore, encourage WBG 
to focus on approaches that will promote skills training (education for employment), capacity building, 
provision of local and foreign direct investment, and employment programs in order to redirect the 
energies of the youth into productive ventures.  There will also be a need for our countries to pursue 
macroeconomic policies that will promote growth and job creation. 
 
Food Prices 
 
We are concerned that the global food crisis that made headlines in 2008 has appeared on our radar 
screen again and this time, it is compelling the international community to seek a long-term solution. 
While we appreciate WBG’s endeavor to immediately tackle this challenge through the Agriculture 
Action Plan, we are concerned that the amount of resources needed to assure food security goes far 
beyond the current resource envelope available to the Bank particularly in the context of global food 
insecurity and price volatility. In this regard, we see an urgent need for this institution to promote a much 
wider coordination program with relevant United Nations agencies and other development partners.  
 
In view of the lessons learned from the previous crisis, we recognize that lending is not the only most 
viable option, and may not necessarily match IDA countries’ needs. We expect that the package will 
include rigorous analytical work, technical assistance and the use of partnerships and the Bank’s 
convening power on a forceful scale. 
 
The issue of market access for our trade policy is crucial for Africa and ever since this matter was 
discussed during the Doha Round, and subsequently, African countries have placed this matter high on 
their development agenda. We must emphasize that all actions the Bank takes aiming at accelerating the 
conclusion of the Doha Round should be in favor of providing more market access for developing 
countries, specifically through the elimination of farm subsidies in the rich countries. 
 
Whereas we recognize the threat of rising food prices, in a number of our countries supply side 
constraints (such the land tenure issue, low agricultural productivity, shortage of inputs, and extension 
services) remain serious challenges and threats to food security.  This is compounded by the surge in oil 
prices which further increases production costs.  
 
Financing for Development 
 
Significant efforts will need to be focused on measures to increase ODA contribution, attract private 
capital, stem capital flight, raise domestic savings and switch resources from debt service to development.  
We recognize the importance of the transition from public sector-led development to a private sector-
driven partnership, where the public sector enables and supports an environment conducive to non-
speculative private investment.  Yet the contributions through ODA are important in terms of 
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strengthening the abilities of governments to make long-term investments that are vital for private sector-
led economic growth. Effective aid enables key public investment programmes in infrastructure and 
human resources to be carried out in a non-inflationary manner, which lowers operational costs and 
improves the efficiency of private investment.  
 
The huge investment needed to make further progress in the fight against poverty and all its 
manifestations underscores the expediency to refocus attention to financing for development. We would 
like to express our sincere appreciation to all donors (both traditional and new) for a positive response to 
our call for a robust IDA 16 replenishment, particularly given the fiscal constraints facing many of them.  
However, we recall the consensus reached at the Copenhagen Summit on a development trajectory with a 
specific, time-bound, poverty- reduction objectives and targets to reduce poverty by half by the year 2015.   
Yet Africa still faces critical issues in mobilizing resources to finance its development agenda.  
    
In spite of the notable efforts made by our countries to implement sound economic and financial reforms, 
FDI flows to most of the continent remain marginal.  We are determined to do more on implementing 
FDI-friendly policies.  In this connection, we cannot stress enough the relevance of the role of the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) in catalyzing private sector investment and the effectiveness of 
the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) in offsetting perceived non-commercial risks by 
potential investors in Africa. As we commend the efforts made so far by these institutions in reaching out 
to Africa, we call for boldness in the development of innovative instruments and solutions tailored to the 
needs and situations of our countries.  
 
Alternative sources of development financing abound. For instance, we cannot resist making reference to 
the issue of capital flight from Africa.  Our governments are paying attention to addressing the root causes 
of capital flight from our countries and to attract foreign savings for development. In the same spirit, we 
call upon partners as a matter of emergency to consider reforming aspects of their banking regulations 
that create a "safe heaven" for corruptly obtained and exported funds.  We would also like to reiterate our 
calls for partners’ cooperation to our efforts to retrieve African assets held in financial institutions, and to 
return to the country of origin in order to support development. 
 
Last but not least, climate-change problems are not attributable to Africa’s development efforts. While we 
remain committed to the global efforts in addressing the challenges of climate change, we expect greater 
understanding from partners of the support we need to promote adaptation measures.  We note that 
climate change finance will represent a potential major source of new funds for Africa. We therefore 
emphasize the aspects of additionality, predictability and reliability of these funds.  We also call for an 
allocation mechanism that would deliver substantial resources to Africa in line with both its needs and  
constraints.  More importantly, we urge for a delivery mechanism that will be simple and efficient, 
reflecting both the lessons learned from past experience and the principles agreed on aid effectiveness. 
 


