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Washington, 25 April 2010 
 
It is my great pleasure and honour to address this meeting.  It is a significant milestone in the relations 
between the ECOSOC and the Bretton Woods Institutions.  I would like to thank all concerned for this 
invitation. 
 
This year’s Special high-level meeting of ECOSOC with the Bretton Woods institutions, WTO and 
UNCTAD, held on 18-19 March 2010 in New York, was successful in further promoting the spirit of 
engagement and collaboration between institutions. 
 
The new and more inclusive format of the event and its longer duration provided a forum for open, 
interactive and constructive discussions among all participants on the overall theme “Building on 
Monterrey and Doha: achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals”. Three multi-stakeholder thematic debates focused on resource gaps to reach the 
MDG; assistance to countries with special needs and those facing humanitarian emergency situations; and 
efforts to increase the coherence and consistency of the international monetary, financial and trading 
systems in support of development. 
 
Overall, the meeting showed the mutual desire of all institutions involved to move forward in promoting 
closer cooperation and policy coherence towards the internationally agreed development goals, including 
the MDGs. 
 
There are three key messages that have come out of the lively discussions, which I would like to share 
with you today: 
 

Firstly, there is an urgent need to raise domestic and international resources to fund existing and 
emerging MDG implementation gaps and to mitigate the effects of the world financial and 
economic crisis on development. This requires building productive capacity in developing 
countries based on jobs creation and decent work, well-formulated national development 
strategies and private sector development. The need for more effective ODA, comprehensive 
measures to reach debt sustainability, the development oriented conclusion of the Doha Round of 
multilateral trade negotiations and reform of the international monetary and financial system was 
also emphasized; 
 
Secondly, the confluence of multiple crises, as well as natural disasters, such as the recent 
earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, highlight the need to further enhance comprehensive, integrated 
and coordinated crisis response capabilities within the UN system. At the national level, the State 
has an important role to play in supporting productive and institutional capacities, coordinating 
economic activities and addressing social needs. Moreover, it is important that the international 
community remain engaged and continue to support nationally-led rehabilitation, recovery and 
development efforts in the long term, including through South-South cooperation; and 
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Thirdly, the world financial and economic crisis calls for prompt, well-financed and 
internationally coordinated efforts to move towards a well-regulated, equitable, stable and 
development-oriented international financial system. A more representative, responsive and 
accountable global governance, with larger voice and participation from developing countries, is 
the fundamental prerequisite for these reform efforts. 

 
Apart from the High-Level Meeting, the work programme of ECOSOC for this year includes other 
important fora that are integral to the Financing for Development follow-up process, which are related to 
the work of the BWIs. 
 
The second Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) will focus on mutual accountability, South-South 
and triangular cooperation and coherence in the way aid is managed to promote other forms of financing 
for development. In this context, the symposium, hosted last November by the Government of Austria, 
was the first of a number of preparatory regional meetings to ensure a broad-based preparation of the 
2010 DCF. 
 
Preparations are well underway for this year’s Annual Ministerial Review (AMR), which will focus on 
gender equality and empowerment of women, a field that has received renewed emphasis in the Doha 
Declaration on Financing for Development. The regional preparatory meeting, held last January in Dakar, 
Senegal, explored concrete opportunities in Africa to advance progress, share best practices, and initiate 
joint actions on maternal health. 
 
In addition, the Council will give more prominence to the FfD agenda item during the coordination 
segment of its substantive session next July, in response to Council resolution 2009/30 on a strengthened 
and more effective intergovernmental inclusive process to carry out the Financing for Development 
follow-up. 
 
The Doha Declaration also requested ECOSOC to examine the strengthening of institutional 
arrangements to promote international cooperation in tax matters. The Council will continue to address 
this mandate in the context of promoting the work of the United Nations Committee of Experts on 
International Cooperation in Tax Matters. 
 
The Outcome of the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact on 
Development tasked the Council to: 
 

Consider the promotion and enhancement of a coordinated response of the United Nations 
development system and specialized agencies in the follow-up to and implementation of this 
outcome document, in order to advance consistency and coherence in support of consensus-
building around policies related to the world financial and economic crisis and its impact on 
development; 
 
Make recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance to the Doha Declaration of 2 
September 2008, for a strengthened and more effective and inclusive intergovernmental process 
to carry out the financing for development follow-up; 

 
Examine the strengthening of institutional arrangements to promote international cooperation in 
tax matters, including the United Nations Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in 
Tax Matters; 

 
Review the implementation of the agreements between the United Nations and the Bretton 
Woods Institutions in collaboration with these institutions, focusing in particular on enhancing 
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collaboration and cooperation between the United Nations and the Bretton Woods Institutions, as 
well as on the opportunities for contributing to advancing their respective mandates; 

 
Consider and make recommendations to the General Assembly regarding the possible 
establishment of an ad hoc panel of experts on the world economic and financial crisis and its 
impact on development (hereafter `the Panel’.  The panel could provide independent technical 
expertise and analysis, which would contribute to informing international action and political 
decision-making and fostering constructive dialogues and exchanges among policymakers, 
academics, institutions and civil society. 

 
It is clear that the ECOSOC’s work programme will be greatly enriched by the deeper and wider 
involvement of the BWIs.  I believe that this collaboration will be mutually beneficial. 
 
For this reason, I believe that we should build on the positive momentum generated by the recent High 
level meeting between the ECOSOC and the Bretton Woods Institutions, the WTO and UNCTAD.  In 
order to achieve this, in the context of the mandate contained in paragraph 11.4 above,  I have proposed to 
the member states of the United Nations: 
 

More frequent interaction between the Permanent Representatives here in New York and the 
Executive Directors in Washington members.  This could involve more frequent visits by the 
ECOSOC bureau to Washington as well as the Executive Directors to New York.  Various 
occasions could be used for this purpose, for example the coordination segment of ECOSOC’s 
substantive session; 
 
Briefings and substantive exchanges with various experts from the Bretton Woods institutions on 
issues of common interest.  As I mentioned in my letter of 26 March 2010 to UN Permanent 
Representatives and Members of the Executive Board, outlining my personal reflections of the 
High level meeting, these issues could include: 
 
-ECOSOC’s role in improving the interaction between the World Bank, IMF and WTO and 
members of the UN family. 
-Ongoing work related to reducing conditionalities and institutional reform 

 
I would like to end by making what I consider to be a very important point – both the UN and its 
development system as well as the BWIs are in the process of reform in order to serve the entire 
international community better.  To be frank, in the public eye, reforming the UN is the reform of its 
Security Council.  This is clearly an important issue.  But the UN is currently deeply engaged in 
reforming its operational activities for development as well.  The `system-wide coherence’ in the field of 
operational activities for development involving its developmental agencies is proof of this.   Likewise, 
the BWIs are also deeply engaged in its own reform process, so I say: `Let us reform together and better’. 
 
As institutions we may disagree, but I believe that the desire to better serve the international community 
through constructive and pragmatic means is genuine across the spectrum. On its part, ECOSOC will 
continue to contribute to the global effort aimed at promoting development, equity and prosperity for all. 
 
Thank you. 


