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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
SSA has achieved good levels of growth in recent years as a result of improvements in macro-
economic policies, a significant demand for primary commodities, the surge in oil prices, and the 
success that countries have had with the implementation of structural reforms. Growth prospects 
for 2006 are expected to remain good, not withstanding uncertainties arising from global 
imbalances, and oil price volatility. 
 
The recent global efforts to scale up resources for development are important steps in the right 
direction towards the attainment of the MDGs. The fiscal space created within some countries, as 
a result of the implementation of the MDRI by the Fund and the Bank, has made an important 
contribution, however we remain concerned about the continuing uncertainty with respect to it’s 
financing.  
 
We urge our development partners to sustain the momentum achieved at the Gleneagles summit, 
particularly with respect to the financing targets set at that summit, especially the doubling of 
Aid to Africa.  Without the additional resources pledged, it is unlikely that we will be able to 
achieve the MDGs.  
 
It has been 15 months since we achieved international consensus on our development needs.  
This would have been a highly opportune time to review the progress that we have made.  These 
issues should remain central to the work of the Development Committee  
 

 We therefore call on our development partners to meet their financing commitments, 
and make every effort to ensure that these resources are additional, and that their use 
is informed by an understanding of our development needs.  

 
2.  STRENGTHENING BANK GROUP WORK IN GOVERNANCE AND  

CORRUPTION 
 
African Governments recognise the critical importance of addressing governance issues.  This is 
why we have placed governance at the centre of NEPAD, through the African Peer Review 
Mechanism, and recommend that support for APRM processes is intensified to address 
governance issues.  This is the most promising way to ensure sustainability and country 
ownership of the reform agenda. 
 
Corruption deprives the poor of resources for their development, and we support all efforts to 
identify and address it.  We must ensure that the principles of mutual accountability apply, and 
that all are equally answerable when scrutinizing where scarce resources have been appropriated 
for personal gain. 
 
However, most poor countries are characterized by weak institutions, and if we are to reach the 
poor, we must find ways of providing support for development in challenging environments.  
The Bank’s new enhanced framework on governance and anti-corruption, should not 
compromise the Bank’s core mission of poverty reduction, and should not complement its 
development agenda.  
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Suspension of financial assistance in a difficult country case should not mean disengagement of 
all Bank activities in that country. In countries where governance and corruption are major 
obstacles to development, the Bank needs to consider alternative ways of remaining engaged. 
 
We have always supported the Bank’s efforts to work with stakeholders in the development 
process, including working with the media and civil society, but strongly believe that the primary 
partners in every country should be the Government, noting the risks of deepening instability in 
the creation of parallel governance processes.  
 

 We therefore call on the Bank and Fund to work with, rather than bypassing, 
Governments.  

 
3. STRENGTHENING THE WORLD BANK’S ENGAGEMENT WITH IBRD 

PARTNER COUNTRIES  
 
We welcome the report on strengthening the World Bank’s engagement with IBRD partner 
countries, and agree that the Bank should continue to play a role in helping Middle Income 
Countries (MICs) meet their development objectives, in ways that are tailored to country needs 
and levels of development.  
 
Unpacking the Bank’s work into business lines, particularly the unbundling strategic advice, 
financial services and knowledge services, will result in improvements to the Bank’s engagement 
with IBRD partner countries.  We further support the Bank’s review of price competitiveness, as 
well greater transparency in pricing, refinement of financial products, the increased use of 
country systems, strengthening synergies within the World Bank Group, and increased 
collaboration with other IFIs and bilaterals.  
 
A central issue for many borrowers is lengthy loan processing procedures, which frequently 
result in effective increases in the cost of borrowing.  We are encouraged by the Bank’s efforts to 
address this. MICs are very diverse as a group, and some African MICs are small and face 
significant development challenges, particularly related to HIV/AIDs.  We encourage the Bank 
to identify ways of engaging them more effectively.  
 
4. AN INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK FOR CLEAN ENERGY AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
 
We appreciate the progress achieved since our last discussion on this topic, and support the 
leadership role of the World Bank Group in developing the Investment Framework for Clean 
Energy.  
 
We agree that getting the sector policy framework right, contributes to reducing the electricity 
sector financing gap. However, it is our experience that private investments do not necessarily 
flow into countries, as a consequence of policy reform, and scaling up our efforts to provide 
Energy for Development and Access for the Poor will need to be accompanied by increased 
public sector investments, which would necessitate significant and predictable official flows. 
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In addition, investments in regional energy projects should be intensified, as regional grid 
connection and integration of infrastructure will support the provision of cost-effective energy to 
countries. The Bank may need to consider its predominantly country-focused approach, and 
examine its ability to finance regional projects, in the development of its Africa Energy Access 
Action Plan. We encourage the Bank to use institutions in Africa, including the Africa 
Infrastructure Consortium led by the Africa Union and NEPAD, based at the African 
Development Bank in pursuit of this ambitious agenda.  
 
We agree that without appropriate and adequate adaptation to climatic risks and changes in 
weather patterns, developing countries will find it increasingly difficult to sustain growth and 
poverty reduction.  
 
Existing instruments, such as the GEF, continue to be inadequately funded relative to the demand 
for resources.  We therefore wish to encourage further consideration and examination of  
alternative ways of augmenting the resources necessary to better address the adaptation issue. 
We expect the energy debate to remain on the Development Committee agenda long enough to 
produce substantial results.  
 
5. DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA AND AID FOR TRADE 
 
We are very disappointed by the collapse of the Doha Round negotiations, only four years after 
the Round was launched. This threatens the growth prospects of all developing countries.  We 
welcome the Bank’s update on the Doha Development Agenda and Aid for Trade, since 
maintaining commitment to a rules-based multilateral trading system, as well as continued 
efforts to eliminate anti-protectionist tendencies, are central to our development.  
 
We support the recommendations of the Integrated Framework (IF) Task Force, as outlined in 
the progress report, in particular the establishment of a monitoring and evaluation framework. 
We call on the Bank to continue using the IF to help developing countries strengthen their trade 
related capacities, as well as better integrating their trade related needs into country PRSPs and 
other national programs.  
 
One challenge is IDA’s inflexibility and limited ability to finance regional projects, (only US$1 
billion out of a total of US$34.4 billion). We therefore call on IDA deputies to review this 
emerging and urgent concern, in the upcoming IDA 14 mid-term review. The options presented 
in the document, which includes improving existing grant instruments and mechanisms, will 
contribute to overcoming the coordination and capacity problems in trade-related development 
work. 
 
6. EDUCATION FOR ALL 
 
Achieving universal primary education, and eliminating gender disparity at all levels of 
education, are two important MDGs. We are pleased with the progress made in such a short time 
in increasing enrollment, improving completion rates and the quality of education through the 
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work of the Education for All Fast Track Initiative, which provides a framework for scaling up 
resources and changing the way countries and donors work together in the education sector.  
 
We welcome the results-based approach under the FTI, and believe that these are commendable 
strides towards accelerating the efforts of the poorest countries to meet the universal primary 
education goals.  The FTI demonstrates that it is possible to make progress in countries which 
show commitment to education in their PRSPs, that many countries have succeeded in ring 
fencing of the education spending, and have ensured broader stakeholder participation, thereby 
enhancing local accountability.  
 
However attaining MDGs requires increased and predictable resource flows. We call on all 
donors to intensify their support of education, particularly through the EFA-FTI, which has had 
such success in demonstrating that harmonization and alignment is possible. More attention 
however needs to be given to LICUS and Post conflict countries, as these are where the 
challenges are the greatest but where the returns will be the largest. 
 


