
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Joint Ministerial Committee 

of the  
Boards of Governors of the Bank and the Fund 

on the 
Transfer of Real Resources to Developing Countries) 

 
SIXTY-SIXTH MEETING 

WASHINGTON D.C. – SEPTEMBER 28, 2002 
 

 
 DC/S/2002-0033 
 
 September 28, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement by 
 H.E. Dr. Y. Seyyid Abdulai 

Director-General of the OPEC Fund 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 1

Working in partnership to confront the HIV/AIDS pandemic: 
 
I. Introduction  
 

This 66th Meeting of the Development Committee examines the 
challenges of enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of development co-
operation, and of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The 
MDGs, which were adopted in September 2000 and re-confirmed at various 
occasions thereafter, include the ambitious targets of reducing world poverty, 
and of halting and beginning to reverse by 2015 the spread of the human 
immuno-deficiency virus (HIV), a lethal infection which causes the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).   

 
First identified 21 years ago, HIV/AIDS ballooned to become a true 

pandemic, stubbornly spreading around the globe.  By end 2001, some 60 
million people had been afflicted by the deadly disease – most of them in their 
productive prime (age 15-49)  - and over 20 million had died of AIDS, one-fifth 
of them children.  

 
HIV/AIDS affects more people than it infects, orphaning millions and 

wiping out an entire century’s hard-won progress in improving public health, 
raising life expectancy and developing human resources.  Although the 
pandemic does not respect borders or class, 95% of HIV infections are in the 
developing world.  Its devastating impact is felt particularly on socio-economic 
development in low-income countries, which have fewer resources at their 
disposal to cope with the crisis.  
 

The crisis puts massive pressure on public health budgets, reducing 
health care services for communities, even as they grapple with an ever-
increasing number of patients.  In some countries, health care systems lose up 
to a quarter of their employees to the disease, which claims huge numbers of 
teachers, doctors, and all types of skilled labor.  Teachers and students are 
dying or leaving school, reducing both the quality and efficiency of education 
systems, and jeopardizing the MDGs of guaranteeing primary education for all 
children around the world by 2015. 
 

By preying largely upon young men and women in the prime of their 
working and parenting lives, the pandemic slowly destroys the productive 
backbone of society, decimating the labor force, reducing output growth in all 
sectors of the economy and inflicting untold hardship upon communities 
already struggling to survive.  
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II. The OPEC Fund’s Contribution  

 
The OPEC Fund has contributed to the international campaign against 

HIV/AIDS on several occasions in the past.  The Fund helped finance an 
African Development Forum, organized in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, December 
2000 on the theme AIDS: The Greatest Leadership Challenge.  The Fund also 
actively participated in two major conferences held to heighten awareness and 
mobilize resources to fight the disease: the Organization of African Unity’s 
Heads of State Summit on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Other Related Infectious 
Diseases, Abuja, Nigeria, April 2001, and the International Aids Conference, 
Barcelona, Spain, July 2002.  

 
However, recognizing the formidable threat posed by the pandemic to 

sustainable development and human life itself, the Fund intensified its 
engagement, moving from constructive dialogue to decisive action. 

 
In June 2001, the Fund set up an HIV/AIDS Special Account to help “find 

effective means for containing the pandemic as well as mitigating its impact.”  
 
In August, the same year, the Fund intensified work with other agencies 

to confront the HIV/AIDS onslaught. The scaled-up efforts of the Fund to fight 
the epidemic in partnership with all relevant stakeholders in the process are in 
line with the conclusions of the Financing for Development Conference (FfD) 
held in Monterrey, Mexico, in March 2002.  The FfD and the ensuing Monterrey 
Consensus aimed at mobilizing resources while strengthening partnerships 
among global players in North and South in a concerted effort to meet the 
MDGs.   
 

The Fund co-ordinates its activities with other relevant actors in the 
HIV/AIDS arena not only to avoid overlap and ensure an effective distribution 
of resources, but also to foster convergence and policy coherence, and to build 
on existing know-how, experience, strategies, processes and procedures.  
Partnerships were thus developed to help identify programs and projects where 
the Fund’s contribution could have the greatest impact; and in June 2002, a 
co-operation agreement was signed between the Fund and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the global lead organization on matters of international 
health. 
 

In joining the battle against HIV/AIDS, the Fund has taken great care to 
maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of its development co-operation 
efforts, drawing upon its more than 26 years of experience in international 
development.  With some 16,000 people in the world dying of AIDS every 24 
hours, there is no time to lose.  More than ever, HIV/AIDS forces the 
international community to be hands-on and results- and action-oriented, to 
establish and maintain effective partnerships, and to collaborate with key 
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stakeholders at all levels in order to maximize outreach to affected people and 
communities. 

 
Established in 1976 by the member countries of the Organization of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) as a token of South-South solidarity 
and co-operation, the Fund was mandated to assist particularly the poorest 
countries and the poorest segments of their populations in pursuit of their 
economic and social advancement.  Consequently, the least developed countries 
(LDCs) received the lion’s share of the Fund’s resources, accounting for 58% of 
the organization’s cumulative public sector lending as of end 2001, with the 
rest going to other low-income countries.  In line with this mandate and 
established policy, Africa - home to the majority of LDCs - was also given 
adequate attention in the allocation of the Fund’s HIV/AIDS Special Account 
grant resources.   

 
HIV/AIDS has become the greatest menace to Africa’s socio-economic 

advancement and the continent’s quest to bring about an African Renaissance 
through such efforts as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
and related initiatives.  As an institution with an active portfolio in 109 
countries - almost half of them in Africa – the Fund spearheaded action to 
check the advance of the epidemic.  

 
In June 2002, the Fund launched “The OPEC Fund Initiative against 

HIV/AIDS in Africa,” in collaboration with WHO. The Initiative aims at 
preventing and controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS in 12 highly affected, low-
income countries in sub-Saharan Africa.   

 
The pandemic is slowly unraveling socio-economic structures across the 

African sub-region, reversing the fragile gains accomplished in the last 
decades.  In parts of sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS claims the life of one in every 
three adults, orphaning every 10th child, and destroying entire communities.  
Most deaths among young adults in the sub-region today are attributed to the 
pandemic, which has reduced average life expectancy from 62 to 47 years, 
while raising poverty levels by 5% in some countries.  In half of sub-Saharan 
Africa, annual per capita growth is falling by 0.5-1.2% as a direct result of the 
crisis, and this figure could reach 8% by 2010 in the hardest hit countries. 

 
Other initiatives have been finalized and concern other affected regions of 

the developing world, namely Central America and the Caribbean, the Middle 
East and North Africa, and the Asia-Pacific region. These initiatives have been 
elaborated taking into account the resolve of the international community to 
foster strong partnerships among concerned actors to tackle this crisis. Well 
aware of the imperative need to synergize various efforts at country level, the 
Fund has devoted great attention to ensure that its interventions are 
consonant with other schemes aimed at the same struggle. Also, relying on the 
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technical assistance capabilities of partner institutions in this particular field, 
the active role of targeted countries at all stages, is always being emphasized. 

 
III. Implementation Modalities: Managing For Results 

 
The Fund’s intervention against HIV/AIDS focuses on prevention and 

provision of support and care to those affected by HIV/AIDS, and on reducing, 
the vulnerability of individuals and communities exposed to the pandemic. 

 
Given the urgency of the crisis, due attention has been paid to ensuring 

a rapid delivery of the Fund’s assistance.   
 
 In line with internationally established best practice, the Fund’s 

Initiative against HIV/AIDS in Africa aims at strengthening responses to the 
crisis by authorities and stakeholders at the national level.  The Fund aspires 
to achieve this objective by delivering high-quality technical support to fill gaps 
at the normative level, by providing capacity building that is tailor-made to 
national and local conditions and priorities, and by scaling up key-
interventions as defined by beneficiary countries in their National Strategic 
Plans. 

 
Under the Initiative, youth friendly information, education and 

communication will be provided to help meet the UN target of ensuring that by 
2005, at least 90% of young women and men will have the information, 
education, and services needed to prevent HIV infection.  Unlike many other 
regions of the world, most sub-Saharan African countries are far from meeting 
this target, and far too many young Africans, particularly women, are 
dangerously ignorant about the epidemic and its consequences.  
 

The Fund’s strong determination to help mitigate the devastating impact 
of HIV/AIDS on local people and communities may also be evidenced by its 
provision in September 2002 of a grant for The Children’s Town in Maputo, 
Mozambique.  Implemented in partnership with Development Aid from People to 
People (DAPP), a non-profit, non-governmental organization, the grant aims at 
developing the social, vocational and academic potential of vulnerable 
Mozambican adolescents and children, including many children that have been 
orphaned by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
 
IV. Looking Ahead 

 
The corrosive impact of HIV/AIDS on development and ongoing efforts to 

meet the MDGs, and the acute need to conceive joint strategies and find 
resources to combat the pandemic were discussed at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, August-September, 
2002.   At the Summit, in which the OPEC Fund actively participated, the 
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urgency of fostering partnerships at all levels to launch a concerted attack on 
HIV/AIDS was underlined.  

 
In particular, the Summit stressed the importance of strengthening 

existing and fostering new partnerships in the fight against HIV/AIDS with the 
corporate sector. The private sector has a clear interest in helping address the 
consequences of the epidemic, as it increasingly suffers losses as a result of a 
decline in productivity and rising costs due to AIDS-related absenteeism, labor 
turn over, shrinking labor supply, and medical, pension, and death-related 
benefits.  

 
However, corporate social responsibility in helping contain HIV/AIDS 

should go beyond the working place.  Considering the magnitude of the crisis, 
the public sector cannot single-handedly tackle this major problem, and the 
Summit made an appeal on the private sector to join global efforts to fight the 
pandemic.  

 
Since HIV/AIDS has a long incubation period, the impact of the disease 

is gradual, but grave and long-lasting.  The pandemic is still in its early stages, 
and unless innovative solutions are found for halting its progress and 
prevention programs are vastly expanded, its spread will continue unabated.   
According to conservative estimates, AIDS could claim an additional 65 million 
lives by 2020, more than triple the number who have died in the first 20 years 
of the epidemic. 

 
Let us firmly integrate the fight against HIV/AIDS in our wider 

development strategies and form a united front in the uphill battle against this 
human tragedy of massive scale, whose full-blown effects on sustainable 
development are yet to be felt.  

 


