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1. Introduction:  
 
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) recorded in 2016, its worst economic performance in over two decades. Regional 
growth slowed down from 3.1 in 2015, to an estimated 1.5 percent in 2016, driven by low commodity 
prices, weak global demand, severe weather conditions, exchange rate depreciations and security related 
vulnerabilities. Fiscal vulnerabilities were experienced across the SSA region in commodity exporting 
countries. Adding to these external developments were challenging weather conditions led by a severe El 
Niño weather effect, which caused a severe drought in the East and Horn of Africa and the La Niña effect 
which caused flooding in Southern Africa. This has obviously affected agricultural production and gains 
made in growth and poverty reduction in some countries.  
 
Regional growth is forecast to rise to 2.9 percent in 2017, and above 3.5 percent by 2018. Energy and 
commodity prices are expected to provide some respite for resource rich economies in the region. The vast 
natural resources and youthful population present opportunities for economic transformation in SSA. 
Unlocking this vast potential, however requires the region to address headwinds arising from ongoing 
geopolitical risks, climate shocks, and economic policy uncertainties.  
 
2. Climate Change and its Impact on Agriculture 
 
The intensity, frequency and duration of climate change-induced shocks comprising of droughts, floods and 
pestilences in different parts of the SSA region, threatens to derail the economic growth gains and progress 
in the reduction of poverty in the affected countries. The related unfolding human catastrophe in and around 
the Horn of Africa, covering South Sudan, Somalia, Northern Kenya and some parts of Uganda is 
devastating. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that 20 million people 
face starvation and famine in these countries, including Yemen and northern Nigeria, and that $4.4 billion 
would be needed in the next four months to address the worsening situation.  
 
Reeling from the severe El Niño weather effects in 2016, Southern Africa bore the brunt of the La Niña 
effects in early 2017 which brought up unprecedented flooding causing heavy damage to agriculture, public 
infrastructure, roads and bridges. At the same time, the sub-region has experienced relatively good rains 
recently. The prospects of good harvest have, however, been undermined by the infestation of crops by the 
fall armyworm.  
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We therefore call on the World Bank Group (WBG) to urgently coordinate the humanitarian and 
development responses with other partners and come up with sustainable action plan to avert the looming 
famine in and around the Horn of Africa. We further urge the WBG to spearhead global efforts to mobilize 
resources for the reconstruction and development in Southern Africa following the devastating floods.  
 
We also call on the WBG to collaborate with the African Development Bank (AfDB), to transform 
agriculture in Africa by increasing productivity, value addition and agri-business, including investments in 
key infrastructure such as irrigation. This will be critical to reversing the situation where the continent 
spends billions of dollars on food imports annually, despite having the bulk of the global undeveloped 
arable land. 
 
3. Refugee Situation 
 
The plight of refugees and forcibly displaced populations in several of our Constituency countries, notably, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda, is heightening. These countries were among the top 10 refugee-hosting 
countries in the world in 2015 according to United Nations Commissioner for Refugees, with a total refugee 
population of over 1.7 million of the Constituency’s 2.5 million refugees. The refugee situation continues 
to escalate with regional tensions resulting in over 1.5 million refugees flowing to Uganda and other 
surrounding countries recently. The influx is putting increased economic and social pressures on host 
countries. 
 
We welcome the global concessional financing facility for refugees and the refugee sub-window under 
IDA18. We, however, note that no specific facility exists at the global level for situations of forced 
internally displaced peoples (IDPs). We therefore call on the development partners to fill this gap evolving 
from Fragile, Conflict and Violent (FCV) situations. The WBG also needs to enhance its capacity to work 
in these situations, in collaboration with other humanitarian agencies and development partners, to deliver 
the required services that will stimulate growth and create jobs.  
 
4. Forward Look 
 
In the wake of scaled up demand of its countercyclical development finance, it is crucial that the WBG 
remains fit-for-purpose to assist all client segments. In this respect, we welcome the Progress Report on the 
corporate strategy articulated in the ‘Forward Look,’ with an insight into challenges that lie ahead. We are 
pleased that the Forward Look framework intertwines with the WBG’s twin goals of ending extreme 
poverty and promoting shared prosperity, as well as with the SDGs. We already see the benefits of this 
program through the streamlining of WBG operations to turn it into an ‘Agile Bank’ that is essentially 
primed to play a critical role in global economic development, making savings and channeling them towards 
core development programs. Similarly, the WBG should introduce a robust monitoring framework of the 
Forward Look which will ensure that all institutions of the WBG stay focused and engaged on these goals. 
In this regard, we call on the WBG to boost its engagement with the Middle Income Countries (MICs), 
including those in SSA, which not only host over 70% of the world’s poor, but are at the heart of the global 
challenges.  
 
It is critical and urgent for our countries to address the continent’s energy gap in order to unlock its 
development potential.  In this regard, we call on the WBG, in collaboration with other MDBs, to come up 
with innovative and cost-effective instruments in providing necessary support to the energy sector in our 
countries.  Mobilizing financing is critical to addressing Africa’s energy gap.  This will require instruments 
and strategic mobilization of resources from both public and private sources and from domestic and external 
markets.  We, therefore, call on the WBG to urgently better leverage its financing capacity through both 
direct financing and catalyzing additional private sector financing to assist Africa to meet it huge energy 
investment needs, especially renewable energy.   
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5. Support to Africa’s Middle Income Countries (MICs) 
 
We are deeply concerned with the delay by the WBG to articulate an appropriate strategy tailored to the 
needs of the Middle Income Countries (MICs) of SSA, which despite their attainment of middle-income 
status, remain home to significant poverty and inequality.  As noted in the ‘Forward Look,’ to meet its twin 
goals and the SDGs, the WBG must boost its engagement and provide support to MICs, in general, and 
African MICs, in particular, to help spur economic transformation, promote growth, reduce inequality, 
address climate change, build basic infrastructure and robust institutions.  We urge the Bank to respond to 
our repeated calls for appropriate support to African MICs and to the need to come up with a strategy and 
develop a mix of innovative instruments tailored to meet these needs.  We, therefore, anticipate that, in the 
context of the pronouncement made in the ‘Forward Look,’ the WBG will urgently deliver on its 
commitments in this regard by our next meeting in the Fall of 2017. 
 
6. IDA 18 Implementation 
 
We welcome the robust IDA18 replenishment package that leverages IDA’s balance sheet. The policy 
commitments and various facilities under the special themes of jobs and economic transformation; fragility, 
conflict and violence; gender mainstreaming; climate change and resilience; and governance and 
institutional building offer a paradigm shift in IDA’s engagement model. We, particularly, welcome the 
enhanced support to situations of fragility, Crisis Response Window, Regional program, the Scale-Up 
Facility and the new IFC and MIGA Private Sector Window.  
 
As the focus shifts to implementation, we expect strengthened capacity, both within the Bank and at country 
levels, to ensure full absorption of the IDA resources. We encourage the Bank’s management to ensure 
quality staffing especially in FCV countries. Increased attention is also needed to foster robust pipeline of 
bankable transformational projects with solid design features. With strong commitments level, attention 
must also be given to timely disbursements and active supervision. The regional and private sector windows 
hold strong promise for IDA/IFC and MIGA to leverage and attract private investments to IDA countries, 
especially FCVs. 
 
7. Financial Capacity of the WBG 
 
The imbalance in the financial strength of the respective institutions of the WBG require urgent attention. 
With the balance sheet of IDA well optimized in IDA18, we take note of and remain concerned with the 
increasingly constrained capital positions of the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) and the International Finance Corporation (IFC). We support the ongoing discussions to scale up 
the financial capacity of both these institutions. We would welcome consideration of all options to 
strengthen their financial capacity. Apart from the returns on investments, we are particularly supportive of 
a general capital increase, among other measures, to strengthen the financial standing of both IFC and 
IBRD. We recognize the need for a WBG that is financially well-resourced to meet the heightened client 
demand. We therefore look forward to the conclusion of the discussions by the 2017 Annual Meetings, to 
help close the equity gap of these two institutions. 
 
8. Shareholding Review 
 
We reiterate our strong support for a simple and transparent process of the Shareholding Review as endorsed 
by the Governors in Lima in 2015. We are pleased that our Board of Executive Directors has achieved 
commendable progress in this task and wish to appreciate the Progress Report presented to Governors 
during these Spring Meetings.  
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We reaffirm the need for the Small and Poor Protection (SPP) status, which guarantees protection for Small 
States from dilution during the Review process as agreed by the Governors in 2010, and reaffirmed at the 
Lima Meetings in 2015. This position should not be compromised. We also view the application of Basic 
Votes to achieve SPP as a more durable and sustainable option.  
 
9. Reducing Inequality 
 
We are concerned with the growing global inequality gap which continues to rise in many of our countries. 
SSA reflects huge levels of this phenomenon by housing 389 million of the world’s poor or 50.7% of the 
global poor. Since there is a strong correlation between poverty and inequality, it is clear that we cannot 
end poverty by 2030 until we reduce uneven economic growth across the world which lead to inequality. 
Goal 10 of the SDGs calls for reducing inequalities in income, as well as those based on age, sex, disability, 
race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status.  
 
We concur with the UN, WBG and other international development agencies that this goal can be achieved 
through policy reforms. While solutions rest with national and regional policy makers, we urge both the 
WBG and the IMF to deploy the range of instruments at their disposal to respond to this social ill by 
providing advisory and financial support to client countries to promote income growth, job creation and 
diversification to reduce inequality. We support the inclusion of robust inequality tracking and monitoring 
indicators in the Systematic Country Diagnostics to guide and monitor progress towards the 2030 goal.  
 
10. Conclusion 
 
Our Constituency countries currently face a myriad of challenges, but remain committed to achieving our 
goal of economic transformation. We therefore call on the WBG to stay engaged and support our countries 
to restore sustainable economic growth, critical to eradicating extreme poverty, fragility and inequality, as 
we strive to meet the SDG targets by 2030. 


